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II.  rRgJF.CT  DbSCRIPTION 

'I'hese  Interstate  projects  were  the  subject  of  a  previous  Draft  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  filed  in  April  1971. 

As  a  result  of  a  public  hearing  held  in  June  1971,  a  change  in  alignment  will 
be  made;  two  interchanges  and  the  primary  connector  road  F-254(10)  will  be  added. 
'llicreforo  a  '-.ccond  draft  statement  was  circulated  on  December  7,  1973.  The  inter- 
cliaiiges,  Dry  Creek  and  Kest  Superior,  will  be  located  about  4.4  miles  and  2.2  miles 
west  of  Superior,  respectively.  The  primary  connector  will  be  located  north  of  the  . 
Clark  I'ork  along  old  U.S.  10  beginning  about  2.2  miles  west  of  Superior  and  ending 
in  Superior. 

The  Slouay  East  and  West  and  Superior  West  projects  begin  4.9  miles  east  of  St. 
Regis,  Montana  and  extend  easterly  approximately  8.06  miles,  generally  following  the 
Clark  Fork,  to  Superior,  Montana. 

Tlie  projects  will  have  four  12  foot  driving  lanes  with  10  foot  outside  and  4  foot 
inside  shoulders.  The  interstate  projects  will  have  full  control  of  access  and  will 
include  dozer  roads,  frontage  roads  and  access  roads. 

Included  in  the  Sloway  project  will  be  the  Dry  Creek  Interchange  and  a  large 
structural  steel  plate  pipe  at  Pry  Creek  which  will  allow  fish  to  pass  under  the  In- 
terstate to  reach  spav-ning  areas  upstream. 


1  ou]-  l.iridj^ccl  crossings  of  tlie  Clark  Fork  will  be  involved.  The  Superior  West 
[jrojecr  will  li.-ivc  one  interchange  with  a  connection  roadway  F-254(10)  to  the  City 
ul'  Sui-crior. 

'Ilio  rural  portion  of  the  primary  connector  road  will  have  two  12  foot  driving 

lanes  and  2  foot  outside  shoulders.  An  urban  section  incorporating  curbs,  gutters, 

parking  lanes  and  sidewalks  will  be  used  within  a  portion  of  the  corporate  limits  of 
Superior. 

Also  included  will  be  the  relocation  of  approximately  1  mile  of  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee, St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad. 

III.  EWIRONMEM'AL  IMPACTS 

These  projects  will  provide  a  safe  and  efficient  transportation  facility  for  the 
traveling  public.  Special  features  have  been  provided  wherever  possible  to  alleviate 
adverse  environmental  impacts.  Tliese  features  include  providing  retaining  walls  to 
prevent  cncroaclimcnt  into  the  Clark  Fork.  Split  alignments  will  minimize  scarring 
the  terrain  as  well  as  letain  the  existing  vegetation  betvvcen  lanes  to  provide 
shelter  belts. 

One  Lunily  living  within  v.lie  proposed  right-of-way  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sloway 
campground  will  be  relocated.  This  relocation  is  not  considered  a  major  problem.    t 
However,  relocation  will  not  be  effected  until  and  unless  suitable  replacement  housing 
is  made  available  to  this  family. 

C^onstruction  of  the  facility  would  require  286  acres  of  new  land.  Wildlife  po- 
pulations would  be  forced  to  adapt  to  this  reduction  in  available  habitat  and  to  the 
right-of-way  fence  wliich  might  restrict  their  movements.  The  Montana  Department  of 
Fish  and  Game  has  indicated  that  there  are  no  major  game  migration  routes  in  the  pro- 
ject area,  although  they  do  have  reports  of  elk  crossing  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
Keystone  Gulch.  Tlie  project  would  not  encroach  on  any  winter  range. 


With  the  exception  oC  the  four  bridged  crossings  of  the  Clark  Fork  River,  the  pro- 
ject will  not  infringe  on  the  stream  channel.  No  significant  cliange  in  fish  liabitat  is 
nnt  icip.'ited. 

ether  impacts  are  nir  and  noise  pollution,  restriction  of  some  fishing  access  and 
taking  land  for  right-of-way. 

lYoject  ]'-2S4(inj  will  create  increased  traffic  in  and  through  the  to\\Ti  of  Superior 
and  westerly  to  the  Interstate  connection.  An  increase  in  noise  levels  can  be  expected 
as  a  result.   Businesses  in  Superior  and  westerly  along  the  route  should  experience  an 
economic  boost  due  to  tlie  added  traffic. 

IV.  ALTCllNATIVI.S 

P)esides  the  proposed  alternate,  one  alternative  would  be  to  follow  the  existing 
highway,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Clark  Fork.  From  both  nn  engineering  and  an  ecological 
point  of  view  this  would  be  disastrous;  large  cuts  and  fills,  extensive  scarring,  sub- 
stantial river  encroachment  and  riprap,  river  pollution  and  wildlife  populations  re- 
■  icljustiiicMit  woi.id  result.  Th.c  aligrimcnt  for  F-254(10)  will  follow  the  existing  route, 
old  U.S.  10,  y\jiy  change  would  require  the  taking  of  additional  right-of-way  and  new 
access  to  adjoining  properties  with  no  compensating  benefits. 

Another  alternate  would  be  to  not  build  these  projects.  This  would  not  com.ply  with 
the  National  llighv\'a)^  Defense  Act  and  would  leave  unconstructed  a  portion  of  the  Inter- 
state Highway  system.  This  in  turn  would  create  a  hazardous  condition  with  resultant 
motorist  fatalities,  injuries  and  economic  loss. 

V.  ACFNCIHS  AT-ID  QPG\N1ZATIQNS  WHICH  WERF.  FUl^-ISHFD  COPIES  OF  TIIE  DEC.  1975  DRAFT 
STATl^niKT  AND  FROM  UHICll  COMMENTS  WEI^:  REQUESTED 

"  Denotes  Agencies  from  wliich  coiTnients  were  received. 
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FINAL   STAlT-^virxr 

The  foJ  lowing  is  the  Final  iinvironmental  Statement  for  Projects  1-90-1(13)39, 
Sloway  F:ast  and  West,  1-90-1(40)43,  Superior  West  and  V   254(10),  Superior  Connector, 

1 .   1^1 11^1  €SF 


The  1-90  Sloway  Fast  and  West  and  Superior  West  projects  are  part  of  the  Inter- 
state and  Defense  Highway  Systoni.  The  F-254(I0)  project  is  required  as  a  connection 
between  the  City  of  Superior  and  the  Interstate  roadway. 

The  purpose  of  these  projects  is  to  complete  this  portion  of  the  four- lane  Inter- 
state Highway  System  find  to  provide  the  public  with  a  safe,  and  efficient  means  of  trans- 
portation. 

II.   ni:SCRIPTION  OF  THE  PROPOSED  CONSTRUCTION  AND  THE  SURROUNDING  AREA 

A.   DESCRIPTION  OF  THE.  PROJECT 

The  Sloway  Fast  and  West  and  the  Superior  West  projects  comprise  a  continuous  seg- 
ment of  8.06  miles  of  Interstate  Highway.  Tliese  projects  are  designed  to  current  four- 
lane  interstate  standards.  Each  pair  of  lanes  consists  of  two  12  foot  driving  lanes 
with  10  foot  outside  and  4  foot  inside  shoulders.  Grades  will  not  exceed  3.29%  and  the 
horizontal  curves  will  be  no  sharper  than  3°00'.  Design  speed  is  70  m.p.h. 

The  F-2S4(10)  primar\'  road  project  is  2.2  miles  in  length.  In  the  rural  area  the 
roadway  has  two  12  foot  driving  lanes  and  2  foot  outside  shoulders.  The  urban  section 
has  parking  lanes  and  a  curb  and  gutter  section  with  sidewalk. 

i'raffic  Data  for  these  projects  is  as  follows:  ADT  =  Average  Daily  Traffic;  DHV  = 
Design  Hourly  Volume;  D  =  Direction  Distribution;  T  =  Trucks;  V  =  Design  Speed. 


ADT  (D.>7:) 

ADT  (199()) 

DHV 

D 

T 

V 


Sloway  E.  f,  W. 

Superior  W. 

F  254(10) 

2420 

2550 

;« 

4250 

4150 

680 

570 

550 

90 

55-45 

55-45 

55-45 

17.0% 

17.0% 

10.0% 

70  mph 

70  mph 

50  mph 

^'  1972  A.n.T.  at  Superior  city  limits  =  11.3;  at  Pardee  GuJch  =  37.  M)T  immediately 
after  opening  to  traflic  =  313. 

SLOWAY  YJKST  ^   M-ST 

The  Slouay  liast  and  IVest  project  begins  approximately  4  miles  east  of  St.  Regis 
and  extends  soutlieasterly  4.72  miles  to  a  point  about  4..S  miles  west  of  Superior. 
'Hie  propor.od  horizontal  separation  of  roadways  varies  between  38  feet,  100  feet  and 
200  feet  center  to  center.  The  vertical  alignment  is  separated  throughout  most  of  the 
project  longtli. 

About  1.8  miles  from  the  project  beginning,  the  alignment  crosses  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee,  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad,  existing  U.S.  10  and  the  Clark  Fork.  Two 
new  bridges  will  he  constructed  at  this  location. 

Tlie  Pr)'  Creek  Interchange  is  located  near  the  east  end  of  the  Sloway  East  and 
West  project.  This  interchange  will  be  Interstate  over  cross  road  which  will  ser\'e  as 
access  to  laVista  and  to  the  existing  U.S.  10  lying  north  of  the  Clarl  Fork.  A  new 
bridge  acr'^ss  the  river  will  be  constructed  as  pari,  of  the  cross  road. 

The  project  terminates  at  tlie  west  end  of  the  bridge  at  the  Superior-Clark  Fork 
crossing  wliicli  is  also  the  begiming  of  the  Superior  West  project. 

New  right-of-way  will  be  required  throughout  the  project.  The  new  right-of-way 
width  will  vary  between  300  and  600  feet  and  includes  approximately  220  acres.  Fifty 
acres  are  used  for  agricultural  purposes  and  the  balance  is  timber  land. 

Access  to  the  Interstate  will  be  controlled  throughout  the  project  and  local  access 
will  be  i)erpetuatcd  by  the  Dry  Creek  Interchange,  existing  roads  and  trails.  Access  to 
the  Slowa}'  Campground  is  provided  by  the  Dry  Creek  Intercliange  and  existing  U.S.  10. 

SUPFRIOR  UTEST  , 

The  Superior  West  project  begins  at  the  end  of  the  Sloway  East  and  West  project 

and  extends  easterly  3.34  miles  to  a  point  near  Superior,  Montana. 
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'llic  initial  ].  I  miles  of  tlic  project  consist  of  four  lane  Interstate  construction 
with  the  horizontal  separation  of  centerlinc?  varying  from  58  to  60  feet.  The  easterly 
1.21   miles  of  the  project  will  consist  of  adding  two  lanes  to  the  existing  two  lane 
interstate  uitli  horizontal  4  lane  separation  of  60  feet.  The  vertical  alignment  of  all 
fou7-  lanes  will  be  common  due  to  the  sliort  horizontal  lane  separation. 

At  the  bcginiring  of  the  project,  two  new  bridges  are  required  to  cross  the  Clark 
lork.  /^vji  addition,;!  •  in^,le  structure  is  located  just  east  of  the  Superior  I'.'est  Inter- 
change on  the  add  two  lane  portion  of  the  project. 

Appi'oximately  3000'  of  concrete  retaining  walls  along  the  east  bound  lanes  wdll 
prevent  encToacliment  into  the  Clark  Fork  through  the  area  east  of  Pardee  Gulch. 

'Ihe  Su])erior  West  Interchange  will  provide  access  to  the  town  of  Superior  via 
project  F- 254(10). 

Near  tlie  project's  begiruring  approximately  1  mile  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  St. 
]\'iul  and  Pacific  Railroad  will  be  relocated  to  permit  construction  of  the  four  lane 
facility.   In  this  same  area  approximately  0.75  miles  of  the  Pardee  Gulch  Road  will  be 
relocatcdi  for  the  same  reason. 

About  5000'  we^-t  of  the  end  of  the  project  a  portion  of  the  existing  county  road 
and  a  cross  road  un<!er  will  be  constructed  to  perpetuate  private  access  already  pro- 
vided at  this  point. 

Ihe  majority  of  this  project  will  be  constructed  within  the  existing  right-of-way; 
iiowever,  some  additional  right-of-way,  approximately  55  acres,  will  be  required  for  the 
railroad  relocation  and  the  Superior  IVest  Interchange.  Of  this  acreage,  12  acres  are 
agricultural Jy  oriented  with  the  remainder  in  timber. 

Access  to  the  Interstate  will  be  controlled  throughout  and  local  access  will  be 
provided  by  tlie  Superior  IVest  Interchange  and  existing  roads  and  trails. 


I^IUMARY  F- 254(10} 

I'riinarv  l--2S4(in)  begins  nt  tl':e  railroad  over}")ass  northeast  of  the  Superior  V.'est 
liitcrchaiij'.e  and  extends  2.2  miles  easterly  into  the  town  of  Superior. 

The  rural  section  proposed  will  have  two  12  foot  driving  lanes  and  2  foot  outside 
shouldeis.  The  urban  section  proposed  will  incorporate  curbs,  gutters,  parking  lanes 
and  sidewalks  ajid  will  be  used  within  a  portion  of  the  corporate  limits  of  Superior. 

At  the  beginjning  of  the  project  a  bridge  will  carry  the  new-  facility  over  the 
Chicago,  MilWc'iukee,  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad.  An  access  road  will  connect  the 
P.T.W.  (Present  Travelled  Way,  old  U.S.  10)  to  the  new  primary  as  sho\\'n  on  the  attached 
aerial  translLto  print. 

Access  will  not  be  controlled.  "Hie  new  facility  crosses  no  m.ajor  drainages. 

Approximately  1.1  acres  of  now  right-of-way  will  be  required,  5  acres  being 
used  for  p;r irul tiu-nl  purpose  w]']\   the  balance  beir;:  tim^-cr  vind  grass.  Most  of  tJie 
new  facilit)  can  be  constructed  within  the  existing  right-of-way. 

No  Section  4(f)  lands  are  involved  on  these  projects. 

B.      i)i:scRiPTio>:  or  existing  fn-vircment 

a.  Himian  Resources  .  • 

Mineral  County  has  a  population  of  2,958,  1970  census.  The  City  of  Superior  , 
is  the  County  Seat  with  a  population  of  993.  Mineral  County  has  decreased  in  population' 
2.6"  over  the  last  decade,  1960  to  1970.  The  unemployment  rate  in  Mineral  County  is 
repotted  to  be  8.6o. 

1).  Physiography  and  Ceology 

Tlie  new  alignment  traverses  the  valley  of  the  Clark  Fork  of  the  Columbia 
River,  whicli  is  tlie  dominant  physiographic  feature  in  the  project  area.  The  river 
flows  in  a  westerly  direction  through  a  relatively  narrov\  valley  bordered  by  steep, 
heavily  forested  mountains.  Total  relief  approaches  2500  feet  with  elevations 
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ranging,  from  2700  to  S200  foot  above  sea  level.  The  alignment  crosses  zones  of 
ricistoccnic  lake  silts  interspersed  by  shelves  of  i'racturcd  argillitc. 

Lov/  lyinj.',  areas  consist  of  shallow  soils  over  alluvial  gravel. 

The  p reconstruct  ion  geologic  investigations  conducted  did  not  indicate  geology 
problems  which  would  not  be  handled  by  standard  engineering  procedures  or  which  could 
have  environmental  problems. 

Streams  tributary  to  the  Clark  Pork  are  classed  as  intermittant,  generally  flow- 
ing only  during  spring  run-off  periods. 

c.  Land  Use  .  • 

Terrain  in  the  vicinity  oi'   the  project  is  predominately  forested  mountains. 
The  main  industry  is  lumbering,  followed  liy  recreation  and  mining.  Agriculture  is 
limited  to  small  hohfings  along  the  river  bottom.  85^  of  the  total  county  area  is 
in  state  and  federal  government  ov.nership  with  the  remaining  IS"-,  in  private  ownership. 
01'   the  right-of-way  required  for  tlie  Interstate  projects,  approximately  95^;  is  in  pri- 
vate ownership  and  5"  Federal  lands.  All  of  F-254(10)  is  privately  ouned.  Agricul- 
tural lands  are  primarily  devoted  to  the  production  of  bay  or  other  livestock  feed  and 
to  grazing  for  beef  and  dairy  cattle.  Tim.ber  production  is  the  prim.aiy  use  of  forested 
areas, 

d.  fish  and  Wildlife 


The  (Hark  I'ork  is  considered  an  important  sports  fishery  for  BrovvTi  and  Rain- 
bow I  rout.  Kainbow  are  reported  to  be  particularly  abimdant  in  the  Superior  area  ac- 
cording to  the  bepaitment  of  Fisbi  and  C^ime. 

Waterfowl,  such,  as  ducks  and  geese,  use  the  river  and  surroundings  as  a  rest- 
ing and  nesting  place  and  is  open  to  lumting  during  the  prescribed  season.  White-tailed 
and  mule  deer,  elk  and  black  bear  inhabit  the  area  and  provide  excellent  hunting. 

e.  Vegetation  Resources 
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The  imjority  of  the  area  is  heavily  wooded.  Lodge  Pole  pines  interspersed  with 
I'oiulcrosa  pines  constitute  the  main  tree  cover.  The  area  along  the  river  contains 
growths  of   willow  and  Cottonwood  trees.         '   ' 

Agricultural  land  consists  generally  of  hay  fields  or  grazing  areas  covered  with 
native  grasses.  _ 

f.  (^IJiiiatc 


The  area's  cJiinntc  is  descrihed  as  semi-arid  with  an  average  annual  precipitation 
of  16  inches.  Tlie  average  July  temperature  is  +59°  and  the  average  January  temperature 
is  +25°.   Suh-zero  teiiperatures  of  short  duration  are  common  during  the  winter  months. 
The  growing  season  averages  approximately  100  days  per  year.  Major  snowfall  usually 
occurs  during  the  period  of  January  through  March.  Most  of  the  rainfall  occurs  in 
April  and  May.  Prevailing  winds  are  from  the  west  and  are  classified  as  moderate. 

g.  Transportation 

Tlie  principal  means  of  transportation  in  the  area  is  hy  private  car.  There  is 
limited  bus  transportation  available.  Tlie  Burlington  Northern  and  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee, St.  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  have  lines  through  the  area  but  no  passenger 
service  is  provided.  Goods  are  brought  in  by  truck  from  Spokane  or  Missoula.  There 
is  a  coimty  airport  t\m   miles  cast  of  Superior  which  offers  service  to  light  aircraft  but 
no  commercial  flights  are  available. 

h.  Utilities 

The  Montana  Power  Company  provides  electrical  power  to  the  area  and  also  supplies 
water  to  the  town  of  Superior.  Natural  gas  is  not  available.  Telephone  service  is  pro- 
vided by  Mountain  Bell. 

i.  Medical  facilities 

The  town  of  Superior  has  a  nine  bed  hospital  which  is  not  in  operation  at  this 
time  because  there  is  no  doctor  in  the  area.  People  in  need  of  medical  attention  must 
travel  either  west  to  Wallace,  Idaho  or  east  to  Missoula.  Ihere  is  a  community  owned 
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ambulance  service  operating  in  the  town  of  Superior. 

j  .  r.ducational  I-'acilities 

Superior  High  School  is  located  in  Superior  and  has  an  enrollment  of  ap- 
proximately 150  students.  The  town  of  St.  Regis,  13  miles  west  of  Superior,  also 
has  a  high  schoo] .  Oie  elementary  school  is  also  located  in  Superior  and  the  project 
lies  totally  within  the  Superior  school  district. 

k.  Scenic  Areas  and  Points  of  Interest 

The  entire  CJark  Fork  canyon  is  extremely  scenic.  Near  the  Sloway  campground, 
a  unique  combination  of  geography,  elevation  and  bridge  location  will  present  a  view  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  canyon.  The  proposed  bridge  at  this  site  has  received  extensive 
architectural  design  treatment  to  compliment  this  panorama.  The  Statewide  Archaeological 
Survey  is  contacted  relative  to  all  highway  projects  for  their  study  and  recommendations 
concerning  archaeological  sites.  There  are  no  known  historical  or  archaeological  sites 
in  the  project  area. 

1.  K'^ater  Resources 

Tliere  are  no  dams  or  hydro -electric  power  stations  in  the  project  area.  The 
project  will  not  disrupt  an)'  private  or  public  irrigation  facilities  and  no  major  stream 
channel  changes  are  planned.  A  flood  hazard  evaluation  will  be  made  per  Executive  Order 
11296. 

Development  at  the  interchanges  could  result  in  liquid  wastes  being  added 
to  the  ground  water  system.  These  wastes  would  eventually  discharge  in  the  Clark  Fork 
causing  an  unknown,  but  probably  minor  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  both  the  local 
ground  water  system  and  the  river. 

III.  EVALUATION  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACTS 


A.  Environn^cntal  Impact  of  the  Proposed  Action 

Construction  of  the  facility  would  require  286  acres  of  new  right-of-way.  Wild- 
life populations  would  be  forced  to  adapt  to  this  reduction  in  available  habitat  and  to  the 
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rip,ht-ol'-way  fence  which  might  restrict  tlicir  movements.  The  Montana  Department  of 
I  ish  aiul  (lame  has  indicated  that  tlierc  arc  no  major  game  migration  routes  in  project 
area,  although  tlicy  do  have  report?  of  elk  crossing  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Key- 
stone r.ulch.  To  their  knov.Tedgo,  the  project  \vould  not  infringe  on  any  significant 
v\  inter  range.  Wildlife  inhabiting  the  area  will  be  subject  to  increased  vehicle  mor- 
tality. However,  this  is  not  expected  to  cause  major  adverse  effects  on  any  local 
wildlife  populations. 

IVitli  the  exception  of  the  four  bridged  crossings  of  the  Clark  Fork  River,  the 
project  will  not  infringe  on  the  stream  channel.  No  significant  change  in. fish  habi- 
tat is  anticipated. 

Control  of  access  features  would  isolate  the  northeast  bank  of  the  Clark  Fork 
River  from  Station  1140^^  to  110+  from,  use  by  sports  fishermen.  Access  to  the  south- 
west bank  would  remain  unchanged. 

With  the  exception  of  minor  dust  and  smoke  problems  during  construction,  air  pol- 
lution will  not  be  significantly  increased.  Therefore,  in  accordance  with  paragraph 
6.b(l)b  of  the  air  quality  guidelines,  the  Department  of  Highways  is  not  required 
to  solicit  comments  from  the  air  pollution  control  agency.  The  Montana  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  which  is  the  agency  designated  as  the  state  air  pol- 
lution control  agency,  has  previously  informed  us  that  Montana's  Implementation  Plan 
does  not  contain  a  section  on  transportation  control  strategy  since  Montana  does  not 
have  a  serious  pollution  problem  caused  by  highway  vehicles.  This,  therefore,  is  a 
confirmation  of  our  statement  of  no  significant  air  quality  impact.  Even  though  air 
ptdlution  reduction  is  not  one  of  the  objectives  of  tlie  project,  it  is  an  important 
by-prochict  of  improved  traffic  flow.  Actions  such  as  reducing  grades,  flattening 
cui-ves,  and  reducing  congestion,  improve  traffic  flow  and  a  comparable  decline  in  air 
pollution  can  be  expected  for  the  operating  system.  The  provisions  for  air  quality 
controls  are  not  in  conflict  with  the  state  implementation  plan  as  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Envirorup.ental  Sciences.  Water  pollution  will  be  minimized 
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by  keeping  all  roaclway  construction  out  of  the  Clark  Fork.  R.etaining  walls  will 
be  used  where  necessary.  The  difference  in  elevation  between  the  river  and  the 
walls  is  such  tliat  tliei-e  will  be  no  encroaclinient  in  the  river  for  the  necessary 
construction.  LXiring  the  construction  of  the  bridge  piers,  some  siltation  may 
occur,  but  will  be  niinininl  with  good  construction  practices. 

'llic   contractor  will  be  required  to  prevent  construction  operations  or  the  re- 
sults of  construction  operations  from  silting  rivers,  streams  and  impoundments.  The 
construction  of  plnnned  drainage  facilities  and  the  performance  of  other  contract 
w(jrk  tliMt  will  he]{)  control  siltation  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  is  practicable.  The 
siltation  control  measures  v;ill  be  continued  until  the  permanent  drainage  facilities 
hnve  ])eon  constructed.  . 

llie  contractor  will  be  required  to  exercise  every  reasonable  precaution  through- 
out the  life  of  the  project  to  prevent  pollution  of  rivers,  streams  or  impoundments, 
rollutants  such  as  chemicals,  fuels,  lubricants,  bitumens,  raw  sewage  and  other  harmful 
wastes  will  not  be  discharged  into  or  alongside  rivers,  streams,  impoundments  or  into 
natural  or  nKinniade  channels  leading  thereto.  The  contractor  will  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  applicable  regulations  of  the  State  Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  State  Department 
of  Health  and  Fnvironmenta]  Sciences,  and  other  State  or  Federal  regulations  relating 
to  the  prevention  or  abatement  of  water  pollution. 

Bridges  are  to  be  constructed  across  the  Clark  Fork  at  four  locations.  The  average 
strenn  velocity  in  the  project  ;irea  is  10  feet  per  second.  For  a  50  year  flood  of  61,000 
C.J'.S.,  ;-,trcri:;ibcd  !"cour  or  siltir.g  will  be  very   slight  and  no  overbank  flooding  is  an- 
t  L>.  ij^ate.l.  The  construction  of  these  bridges  will  create  no  lasting  inpacts  on  the 
ciiv  ironiiient  of  1  h.e  .irca.  The  U.S.  Coast  Guard  has  indicated  that  there  are  no  navi- 
gntionnl  roquirements  on  the  section  of  the  river. 

Approximately  2fi6  acres,  including  agriculture  (67  acres)  and  timber  land 
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(219  acres),  will  be  taken  for  construction  of  the  project.  The  loss  of  this  land 
1  roin  the  area's  ecosystems  is  not  anticipated  to  cause  any  major  disruption  to  the 
eco 1 og  i  ca 1  bn ] ances . 

'Ilu^re  is  only  one  family  living  within  the  proposed  right-of-way  of  this  project, 
a  retirctl  coui)le  on  tlic  east  htrnV   of  the  Clark  Fork  near  the  Sloway  Campground.  Cur- 
rent design  will  necessitate  taking  most  of  the  couple's  land  with  consequent  relo- 
cation. This  relocation  should  cause  no  difficulty  and  should  be  considered  a  minor 
problem  on  this  project.  As  previously  stated,  relocation  will  not  be  effected  until 
and  imless  suital^le  replacement  housing  is  made  available. 

.Vn  increase  in  em.plo>niient  may  be  expected  during  construction  period. 

No  significant  alteration  of  the  character  of  the  area  is  anticipated. 

15.  Adverse  Fnvirormiental  Effects  Khich  Cannot  Be  Avoided 

By  its  very  natuic,  a  m.odern  super-highway  will  noticeably  raise  the  ambient  noise 
level  to  some  degree.  Judicious  use  of  existing  terrain  features  and  placement  of  the 
roadway  at  maximum  feasible  distances  from  the  few  habitations  encountered  will  result 
in  no  appreciable  increase  in  the  ambient  noise  level  for  the  residents  of  the  area. 
llic  ambient  noise  levels  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sloway  Campground  will  be  reduced  because 
tiic  Interstate  highway  will  be  located  further  away  than  the  present  highway.  High- 
way noise  at  tlie  campground  will  approach  70  decibels.  Should  it  be  desirable  to  fur- 
tiier  decrease  this  level,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  some  type  of  artificial  bar- 
rier lietween  the  Interstate  and  the  campground. 

Future  legislation  will  undoubtedly  contribute  to  the  control  of  traffic -generated 
noise  problems  at  the  source.  However,  until  quieter  vehicles  can  be  designed  and  manu- 
factured and  the  present  noisier  vehicles  outlive  their  usefulness,  highway  design 
teclmicjues  can  be  utilized  to  minimize  the  impact  of  traffic -generated  noise  on  adjacent 
areas. 

Froject  F-254(10)  will  provide  a  route  for  through  traffic  from  Superior  to  the 

-  16  - 


Interstate  at  tlie  West  Superior  Interchange.  An  increase  in  traffic  will  consist 

mostly  of  cars  and  liglit  trucks  and  will  occur  mainly  during  daylight  hours.  Noise 

levels  at  critical  locations  were  predicted  by  the  nomograph  method  and  were  found 
to  be  within  I'ederal  Highway  Administration  standards. 

Other  cifccts  are:  withdrawal  from  future  use  of  the  land  taken  for  right-of-way, 
exposure  to  erosion  of  the  cut  and  fill  slopes,  and  some  alteration  of  the  behavior 
IKitterns  of  the  wildlife  indigenous  to  the  area. 

C.  Alternatives 


'llie  proposed  alignment  is  the  result  of  several  independent  alignment  studies, 
interchange  location  and  justification  studies,  and  access  perpetuation  studies. 

Tlie  primary  reason  for  the  alignment  location  studies  was  to  avoid  encroachment 
ujion  the  Sloway  Campground,  the  Clark  Fork  and  upon  a  potential  river  frontage  develop- 
ment area,  'flie  interchange  location  and  access  studies  resulted  in  adding  two  inter- 
changes and  a  river  crossing.   Improved  access  to  properties  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
will  result. 

An  alignment  along  the  south  bank  of  tlie  river  between  Station  53  and  120  was  con- 
sidered. Tliis  was  discarded  because  it  would  take  a  large  portion  of  agricultural  land 
and  would  necessitate  relocation  of  four  homes  and  their  occupants. 

Two  alternatives  to  the  proposed  project  exist.  One  of  these  would  be  to  follow 
tlie  existing  highway.  From  both  an  engineering  and  an  ecological  point  of  view%  this 
would  be  disastrous:  large  cuts  and  fills,  extensive  scarring,  river  pollution,  and 
loss  of  existing  river  access  would  result.  Substantial  river  encroachment  and  rip- 
rap work  would  be  necessary;  additional  relocation  of  the  CM.  St.  P.  f;  P.  Railroad    * 
would  be  required  and  the  small  community  of  LaVista  would  be  disri^ted. 

'Hie  second  alternative  is  to  not  build  this  project.  This  would  not  comply  with 
the  National  Highway  Defense  Act  and  would  leave  a  gap  in  the  Interstate  Highway  System. 
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Ihis  would  also  leave  a  hazardous  "bottleneck"  stretch  of  highway,  which  in  turn,  would 
result  in  fatalities,  injuries  and  economic  loss  to  the  travelling  public. 

Tlie  "no-build"  alternative  for  tlie  West  Superior  Interchange  and  primary  connect- 
ion was  considered  at  one  time,  but  this  alternative  was  discarded  following  the  public 
hearing  as  local  residents  of  the  area  favored  the  proposed  improvements. 

Based  ui:)on  these  considerations,  the  proposed  alignment  is  the  only  reasonable 
alternative.  .  ■ 

1).  Relationship  Between  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Envirormient  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

The  short  term  use  as  well  as  long  term  use  within  the  project  limits  will  be 
oriented  primarily  to  the  logging  industry.  Construction  of  this  project  is  not  ex- 
pected to  change  the  logging  business  which  is  presently  being  conducted  in  the  area. 
As  time  progresses  more  use  will  be  made  of  highways  and  the  demand  will  be  greater 
for  those  improved  facilities. 

It  is  expected  that  commercial  development  will  occur  in  the  interchange  areas, 
subject  to  state  and  local  regulations.  Development  can  also  be  expected  along  F- 254 (10) 
between  the  tovn  of  Superior  and  the  West  Superior  Interchange.  It  is  recognized  that 
certain  long  term  benefits  such  as  trees,  shrubs,  wildlife  habitat  and  agriculture  will 
suffer  to  some  degree  due  to  this  project  and  attendant  development,  but  such  losses 
are  considered  minor  when  weighed  against  the  benefits  derived. 

h.  Irreversible  and  Irretreivable  Commitments  of  Resources 

ihe  major  irreversible  commitm.ents  of  resources  for  this  project  will  be  the  large 
capital  expenditure  necessar)'  for  construction.  Other  minor  irreversible  and  irre- 
trievable commitments  of  resources  would  be  the  small  amounts  of  material  necessary 
in  construction  of  the  project,  i.e.,  culverts,  fencing,  paving  materials,  etc.   It 
should  be  recognized  there  will  be  a  loss  of  flora  and  fauna  in  the  taking  of  67  acres 
of  agricultural  land  and  219  acres  of  timber  land.   It  is  not  anticipated  that  the 

land  to  be  occupied  by  the  proposed  facility  would  ever  be  returned  to  present  use 
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slioLiKl  the  project  be  constructed  and  later  abandoned.  The  contractor  would  be  respons- 
ible lot-  consenting  nil  energy  resources  which,  arc  necessary  for  completion  of  the 
iir(\irct. 

IV.  IMJNIiflTS 

All  people  traveling  the  proposed  route  will  benefit  by  having  an  improved  highv\'ay 
that  provides  safer  and  more  efficient  transportation.  .'Vn  improved  highway  will  greatly 
benefit  tins  area,  which  is  devoted  mostly  to  Imnbering  and  tourism. 

Commiuiication  between  the  communities  of  St.  Regis  and  Superior  will  be  signifi- 
c.intly  inproved.  School  bus  routes,  mail  routes,  religious  access  and  community  access 
will  benefit  by  such  a  greatly  improved  facility  and  because  of  the  added  interchanges 
and  the  r-254(10)  project. 

More  efficient  fire  protection  west  of  Superior  will  be  available  through  the  use 
of  access  routes  provided  by  tliis  project.  These  access  routes  will  also  be  used  by 
logging  trucks  to  by-pass  tlie  tovvT!  of  Superior,  thus  reducing  traffic  congestion  and 
noise  pollution  in  the  town.  Project  F-ZS-lflO)  will  provide  a  through  link  to  the  In- 
terstate to  the  west,  thus  increasing  both  local  and  tourist  traffic.  Tliis  increase 
should  be  of  benefit  to  the  economic  status  of  the  town  and  should  be  particularly  bene- 
ficial to  businesses  along  old  Highway  10. 

V.  MINI^frZINC  APVI-RSI'  EWrrvONMFMAL  EFFECTS 

A  concentrated  effort  was  made  to  fit  tlic  roadways  to  the  terrain  whenever  pos- 
sible. 'I'he  alignment  from  tie  beginning  of  the  project  to  the  Sloway  bridge  is  an  ex- 
ajiiplc  of  this  consideration.  These  roadways  are  split  such  that  they  take  advantage  of 
the  side  hill  location  and  thus  minimize  scarring,  while  providing  a  scenic  overlook 
of  the  Clark  Fork  Valley. 

Fncroacliment  upoi^  and  consequent  pollution  of  the  Clark  Fork  will  be  eliminated 
through  construction  of  retaining  'vails  v-here  necessary  to  avoid  encroachment.  The 
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scarring;  attciu'ant  upon  any  hip,hK'ay  construction  project  will  be  minimized  by  seeding, 
lantlscapini', ,  providinj^  drainage  to  minimize  erosion,  and  maximum  backslopes  to  reduce 
scarring. 

ihc  liioway-Clark  I'ork  bridge  crossing  is  viewed  from  the  Sloway  Campground.  The 
plans  for  the  proposed  structure  have  involved  extensive  architectural  study  to  insure 
a  blending  ol"  steel  and  concrete  into  the  existing  environment. 

Tliroughout  the  project,  adequate  drainage  has  been  provided  to  handle  a  50  year 
dosign  discharge.   In  view  of  these  hydraulic  considerations,  no  effects  are  anticipated 
in  the  normal  watertal)le  with  one  minor  exception.  Several  small  perched  watertables 
arc  present  on  the  mountainside  west  of  the  Sloway  Campground.   It  is  possible  that 
some  of  these  small  watertaliles  will  be  intercepted  in  some  of  the  cut  sections  through 
this  area.  Since  these  tables  appear  only  as  small  intermittent  springs  during  spring 
and  early  sujiuiier,  disruption  of  their  minor  flow  is  considered  to  have  negligible 
of iects  on  tlie  local  watertables. 

After  numerous  meetings  with  the  Montana  Pepartm.ent  of  Fish  and  Game,  a  special 

super- span  structural  steel  pipe  is  proposed  for  the  Dry  Creek  drainage.  Tliis  structure 

will  be  added  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  fish  from_  the  Clark  Fork  to  their  spawning 

prcMinds  in  tlie  upper  readies  of  Dry  Creek.  Excavation  from  the  existing  stream  bed 

necessary  for  placement  of  the  pipe  will  be  replaced  inside  tlie  pipe  in  an  effort  to     t 

I 
simulate  a  natural  stream  bottom.  Larger  rocks  v\/ill  also  be  placed  inside  the  pipe  to 

lower  stream  velocity  and  create  sm.all  pools. 

VI.   SFCTION  4(f)  NON- fWOLVBIENn 

A  portion  of  this  project  is  in  close  proximity  with  an  existing  Forest  Service 
campground  -  the  Sloway  CiUP.pground .  Several  alignnient  studies  have  been  performed  in  the 
natuT-al  course  of  design.  These  studies  have  resulted  in  an  alignment  chosen  to  minimize 
an\-  el  feci  u|)on  the  c^unpground  area  and  its  utilization.   In  reply  to  a  Department  of 
Highways  letter  oi'  July  20,  1973  tlie  Forest  Service  by  letter  of  August  6,  1973  states 
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tluit  no  Foction  '1(f)    lancls  arc   involved  on  the  proposed  projects.     Tliey  also  comment 
that    tlic  prc^posocl  aligrijiicnt  will  enhance  the  Slouay  Campground.     Copies  of  these  letters 
arc  attaclied. 

The  MIK'yA  Division  Office  determination  of  no  Section  4(f)    involvement  is 
also    im: hided. 
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STATE  OF  f":ONTANA 


II    L  f    flA,    MOM  TAI  lA     '-.'j''  '  W 

May    20,    1974 


39-JGS 

I  90-1  (13) 
Sloway  E.  -  W. 
I  90-1  (40) 
Superior  W. 
F  254  (10) 
Superior-La  Vista 


Mr.  Ashley  Roberts 

Administrator,  Recreation  and  Parks 

Division 
Montana  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
Sam  W.  Mitchell  Building 
Helena,  Montana    59601 

Dear  Mr.  Roberts; 

The  Department  of  Highways  is  in  the  process  of  preparing  the 
final  environmental  impact  statement  for  the  subject  projects. 

We  would  appreciate  a  letter  from  you  identifying  any  proper- 
ties in  the  project  area  which  may  be  eligible  for  nomination 
to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.   To  our  know- 
ledge, there  are  none  presently  listed  in  the  Register.   Aerial 
translite  prints  of  the  area  are  enclosed. 

Thank  you  for  your  conisderation  in  this  matter. 

Very  truly  yours, 

H.J.  ANDERSON 
DIRECTOR  OF  HIGHWAYS 


39-SCK/GLA/JGS/lkl 
cc:  G.L.  Anders 


/ 


By  f^-r-- '  "  ' 


/^/ 


LL- 


h2 


•j'^' 


f 


Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Supervisor,  Preconstruction  Sect. 
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Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi,  P.E. 
Supervisor,  Preconstruction  Section 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Helena,  Montana 
June  10,  1974 


Re:   I  90  Sloway,  E.  -  W. ,  Superior 
W. ,  Superior  -  La  Vista 


Dear  Mr.  Kologi 


Presently,  there  are  no  historic  or  archeologic  sites  listed 
on  the  National  Register  in  the  vicinity  of  the  1-90  highway 
projects  west  of  Superior.   However  the  Mullan  Road,  portions 
of  which  have  already  been  nominated  to  the  Register,  follows  the 
north  bank  of  the  Clark  Fork  River  in  that  area. 

This  historic  wagon  trail  has  pretty  much  been  obliterated 
between  Superior  and  Sloway  Gulch  by  roads,  railroads  and  farming 
Because  of  this  and  also  since  most  of  the  highway  project  lies 
on  the  south  bank,  there  should  not  be  any  noticeable  additional 
impacts  in  this  area. 

Between  Sloway  Gulch  and  St.  Regis,  the  Mullan  Road  moves 
nway  from  the  river  against  the  face  of  the  hills  to  the  north. 
The  highway  project  will  have  no  effect  here  also  as  long  as  it 
remains  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  highway  as  shown  on  your 
photos . 

Thank  you  for  contacting  me. 

Sincerely, 


r,.^.,^^-^ 


Ashley'' C.  Roberts,  Administrator 
Recreation  and  Parks  Division 
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July   20,    1973 


L- 1  -  r.  >. 


39-JGS 


J^ogional  Forester 
U.S.  Forest  Service 
200  E.  Broadway 
Missoula,  Montana   59001 


I  90-1(13)39 
Sloway-]C.  &  W. 
I  90-1(40)43 
Superior-West 
F  254  (10) 
Super ior-LaVista 


Dear  Sir: 

The  Montana  Department  of  Highways  is  in  the  process  of  v;riting 
a  revised  draft  environmental  statement  for  the  above  Interstate 
project::  due  to  major  design  changes  subsequent  to  distribution 
of  the  original  draft  statement   in  April  of  1971.   V/e  are  also 
preparing  the  draft  statement  for  the  Superior-LaVista  Primary 
pjfoject. 

We  will  appreciate  your  furnishing  us  with  a  supportable  determ- 
ination as  to  v.'.hctl:'.  r  or  not  Forest  Service  lands  involved  have 
any  prccnt  or  planned  section  4(f)  usage.   This  determination  is 
needed  for  inclusion  in  the  environmental  statement  as  per  your 
Forest  Torvice  Ma):iuc  1  Emergency  Directive  No.  3.   Past  correspon- 
dence with  your  agency  has  indicated  that  there  is  no  .4  (f )  involve- 
ment. 


Our  ov^^nt.:rship  maps  indicate  that  Forest  Service  land  on  the  project 
lies  in  Section  15,  Tovmship  17N,  Range  27V7,   For  your  information 
v/e  are  cjnclosijig  2  copies  of  aerial  piioto  prints  showing  the  pro- 
ject location  and  a  copy  of  your  March  1,  1971  letter  indicating 
your  agreement  with  our  planning  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Sloway 
campground. 

Very  truly  yours, 


39-SCK/GLA/JGS/lm 
Attachmi;nt 


cc:   J.R.  Beckort 
B.C.  Miller 
R.E.  Champ  i  op '^ 
G.L.  Andc: 


ipiorv' 
rr/ 


H.J.    ANDERSON, 
DIRECTOR   OF    HIGHWAYS 


By-  // 


<:-■     ,/^.  # 


y 


1 


'r7,- 


Stephen  C.  ]'xOlogi,  P.E.,   y     ' 
Supervisor-Preconstruction  Sect . 
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U;Mn  CD  States  Department  of  Agriculture 

FOREST  SERVICE 

Lolo   NF 


r.:»' 


r.n^ 


Montana   Department   of  Highways 
Helena,    Montana     59601 


1-90   St.    Regis 
to  SupeL'ior 
(39-JGS) 
8400 


August   6,    19  73 


L 


Dear   Sirs : 

We've    received  Mr.    Kologi's    letter  of   July  20    requesting  information 
for    an   environmental    statement    in    the    Sloway   area. 


Our   Icttc]-   of  March   1,    19  71,    still   applies.     We  have   no   4(f)    rec- 
reation  developments,    planned  or  existing,   v;ithin   the   planned   R.O.W. 
on  National    Forest   lands.      The   present   campground   at   Sloway   should 
be   enhanced  by    the  planned   interstate   construction   as    the  major 
volume   of   highway    traffic  will   be   moved    further    from  the    campground 
tlian    the   present   high\7ay.      Ttie   planned  locaticni  will^be  much   quieter 
and   safer   for   campground   users.      i  •  ■•t"7- '■■•"■'.,-'"'■  -         ^-i' 

Sincerely, 

',^^^  s  ;p 

WILLIAM   B.    HOWARD 
Forest    En<:',inccr 
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€200-1  1   (1,69) 


UNITED  STATES  Dr:PARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL  HIGHWAY  ADMINISTR^^TION 
RvEGIOK  « 
MONTANA  DIVISION  OFFICE 
HELENA,  MONTANA 


SECTION  A(f)  DETERMINATION  REPORT 

PUnSUAKT  TO  4'^  use  lG53(f) 

PROJECT  I  90--]  (13)39  SLO:<'AY  EAST  &.   V.'fiST 

PROJECT  I  90-1(40)/,  3  SURERIOR  WEST 

PROJECT  F  2i/:(]0)  SUPEiaOR-LAVISTA 

MINERAL  COUNlY 


F  uv;a  -  MONT  -  i:  I  S  -  7 1  -  0  3  -  F 


JAI^UARY  15,  1974 


SECTION  4(1)  DETERMINATION  REPORT 
PURSUANT  TO  49  USC  1653(f) 


INTRODUCTION 


This  report  is  prepared  in  response  to  requirements  set  forth  in  the 
Federal  Highway  Administration  Notice  dated  May  11,  1973.   That 
notice  requires  the  Division  Engineer,  Federal  Highway  Administration, 
to  make  rn  independent  determination  of  the  applicability  of  49  USC 
1653(f)  v'lien  the  United  States  Forest  Service  lias  defermined  that 
Situation  1  applies  as  stated  in  their  Emergency  Directive  No.  3, 
dated  October  26,  1972.   Tliese  referenced  documents  are  included  in 
the  AppL'ndix  to  this  report. 

In  Section  VI  of  the  Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  the  Forest 
Service  has  n\adc  a  determination  that  the  route  to  which  this  state- 
ment is  -'ddrcsscd  docs  not  encroach  on  or  talc,'  lands  from  any  of  the 
types  rf  speci  f  ico  1  J  }•  designated  aiear  in  tiie  applicable  public 
laws.   JiiLK  voporl  sets  forth  relevant  data  which  serves  as  the  basis 
for  the  independent  determination  of  the  Division  Engineer. 


RECREATION  SITES 

Thoe  i;;  one  existing  campground  within  the  lim-its  of  Project  I  90- 
1(13)39.,  Slov;ay  East  and  West.   The  proposed  routing  of  this  project 
does  not  cncvoacli  on  or  use  land  dexoted  to  the  car'7)ground .   There 
are  no  oLh^r  public  parks  oi'  developed  recreation  sites  within  the 
Lolo  National  Forest  boundaries  on  lands  embraced  by  the  routing 
of  the  projects  covered  by  this  report.  ... 


SLOWAY  CAMPGi:OUivD 

This  cam.pgrouTid  is  located  about  five  miles  east  of  St.  Regis  v/ithin 
terminal  lii:;its  of  Project  T  90-1(13)39  adjacent  (360  feet  right)  to 
stationr.  945-965  as  siiovm  on  maps  included  in  the  environmental 
statement.   It  is  bordered  by  U.S.  Route  10  (r'A-J  alternate)  on  the 
noTth  and  by  the  Clark  Fork  cf    the  Columbia  River  on  the  south. 
U.S.  Poute  10  now  provides  access  to  the  campground  and  will  continue 
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to  serve  it  in  the  after  situation  since  Interstate  planning  provides 
perpetuation  of    this  highway  to  serve  local  access  needs.   This  seg- 
ment of  road  is  integrated  with  Interstate  90  by  the  Sloway  Inter- 
change located  slightly  less  than  three  miles  west  of  the  Sloway 
Campground  and  by  the  Dry  Creek  Interchange  located  at  Station  1100 
about  two  and  one  half  miles  east  of  the  campground. 

Basic  facilities  of  the  Sloway  Campground  include  19  parking  spurs,  nine 
trailer  parking  loops,  four  pair  of  pit  toilets  and  four  wells. 
The  paiking  spurs  include  tables  and  fire  grates.   These  are  v;ell 
screened  from  U.S.  Route  10  by  a  forest  cover  of  Lodgepole  pine, 
Pondeiosa  pine  and  other  vegetation. 

Location  of  Interstate  90  in  the  campground  vicinity  is  approxi- 
mately 3'')0  feet  northerly  of  U.S.  Route  10  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee, 
St.  Paul  &  Pacific  Railroad  V7hich  parallels  U.S.  10  to  the  north. 
The  Ii,;ersta(;e  alignment  curves  southeasterly  about  500  feet  east  of 
the  campground  and  crosses  over  the  railroad,  U.S.  Route  10  and  the 
Clark  ] ork  on  dual  1317-foot  bridges.   The  bridges  will  be  partially 
visible  from  the  campground  and  as  discussed  in  the  impact  statement, 
they  are  being  designed  V7ith  ai  chitectura  1  cons  ideiat  ions  to  blend  them 
into  the  landscape.   The  net  effect  of  the  Interstate  location  is 
one  of  creating  more  lateral  clearance  betv;een  the  campground  and  the 
main  traffic  stream  whicVi  is  an  enhanceiient  for  the  campground  over 
the   existing  sitviation. 


POTENTIAL  RECREATION  STTF.S 

National  Forest  lands  actually  required  for  these  projects  (14  of  286 
acres)  aie  of  mountainous  nature  with  steep  slopes  and  it  is  not  con- 
sic'ercd  ihat  they  have  the  potential  for  development  as  recreation 
areas  or  land  uses  cited  in  A9  USC  1653(f).   The  Foiest  Service  has 
no  dcfiriite  plans  ((•:'  deve  lop:r,ent  of  additional  recreation  areas  within 
the  confitify^  of  these  projects. 


WILDLIFE  &.  i:ATERFC'WL  r.':KUGES 

There  aie  no  v/ildljfe  or  vaterfo'.'l  refuges  designated  within  the 
confines  of  these  projects. 


NATUl'.AL  OR  LIS  TOPIC  LAND' LARKS 

There  arc    no  registered  landmarks  that  fall  v>ithin  the  realm  of  the  pro- 
visions of  16  USC  470(f)  (Section  106  of  th.c  Historic  Preservation  Act 
of  1966)  on  these  projects. 
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BASIS  FOR  DF.TERMINATTON  OF  APPLICABTLTTY  OF  49  USC  1653(f) 

1.   T1\G  loviting  of  thesf  projects  does  not  require  the  use  of  lands 
devoted  to  1633(f)  type  usaj^e, 

7.      No  potential  rccreriti.on  sites  will  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
highv;ay. 

3.  TiiG  effect  of  construction  of  these  projects  is  to  provide  access 
to  and  through  this  area  rather  than  taking  lands  specifically  desig- 
nated as  A  (f)  lands. 


nFTERMINATION  OF  APPLICARILITY  OF  L^)    USC  1653(f) 

It  is  ny  dc t eriainnti  on  tliat  the  routing  f(n'  these  highvjsy  projects 
does  not  en'-ioach  oa  or  use  land  from  ."ny  of  the  types  of  specifically 
designated  areas  cited  in  49  USC  1653(f). 


li,  N,  StCs'ari  ,  Division  Engineer 
Icdera]  Highway  Administration 


UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 

JMonoranaiun 


DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATIOM 

OFflCE  O?  THE  S£C»ETA«Y 


SUBJECT . 


FIOM 


Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement:   Highway 
Project  for  Montana,  I  90-1(13)39,  Sloway  East 
and  West;  I  90-1(40)43,  Superior  West;  F  254(10), 
Superior  -  LaVista,  RWA-Mont-EIS-yi-OS-D 
Director,  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 


DATE.  December  11,  1973 

In   reply 

rtfer    to:      TES-70 


TO  .  Harold  N.  Stewart 
Division  Engineer 
Helena,  Montana 


Wo  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  review  and  comment  on  this  draft 
environincntal  impact  statement.   We  have  no  specific  comments  to 
offer  on  the  statement. 


We  look  for\v'ard  to  receiving  the  final  environmental  impact  state- 
ment, including  the  comments  received  from  other  public  agencies 
and  the  general  public  on  the  draft  statement. 


Martin  Convisser 


cc : 


Regional  Federal  Highway  Administrator 
Denver,  Colorado 
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December  12,  1973 


Stephen  C.   Kologi,   P.E, 
Supervisor-Preconstruction  Section 
Department  of  Hichways 
Helena,  Montana  "59601 


Dear  Mr.   Kologi :  .-^' 

This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  Draft  Environmental 
Statement  for  1  90-1(13)39,  Slov;ay-East  &  V.'est,  I  90-1(^0)43, 
Superior-West  and  F  254(10),  Superior-LaVista  project.  ' 

We  will  accept  this  statement  pending  any  further  expression 
of  publ ic  interest. 

Sincerely  yours, 

FLETCHER  E.  NEWEY 
Executive  Director 


LLB:bbl 


B/ 
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-^j:^^, 


Loren  L.  Bahls,  Ph.D. 
Staff  Ecologist 
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I [lElENA.  MONTAfJA 


HOUSING    AND    URBAN    DEVELOF^JylE^y   ' 

BUILDING,  19th  AND  STOUT  STREETS  \ 

DENVER,  COLORADO    80202 

•January  7,  197^ 


r  ■ 

•:•    • 

■'_•• 

*    * 

w  _^. 

,     .* 

i ^   • 

•  -  ■ 

-■  • 

— ,- 

\    ■ 



... 

•  • 

-     ...    . 

; 

1 

1        ■ 

V"  " 

2  _' 

'T 

'  ■■■ !' 

— 

-;'. 

IN    1 

^EPL  Y 

REPER 

TO 

1. , 

~ 

;'■        8M 

• 

. 

I 

1  ~  * "  ' 

•    •• 

-  ■ 

-    .    .    . 

■L.. 

' 

fz- 

■  - 

» • 

• 

V. 

/-  . 

:■  viiT 

-  '  ;: 

.. 

'y 

{ 



.    . 

•■   . 

■ 

/^, 

— 

, 

cr  —  - 

-     . 

. 

__ 

V-... 

r;c- 

•  • 

t 

-. 

,  '* 

-.-  . 

■— 

. 

_ 

Mr.  H.  J.  Anderson 

Director  of  Highvays 

U.S.  Department  of  Transportation 

Federal  Hi£hvay  Administration 

Helena,  Montana   59^01 

Dear  f4r.  Anderson: 

Subject:   Comr-ents  on  Draft  Envirorjnental  Impact  Statemeqt  for  -       •  • 

I  90-1(13)  39  Sloway  East  and  VJest         \^     ■ "'" 

I  90-1(^0)  U3  Superior  West  "     '  '' ■  -  ■  ■• 

F  25ii(l0)  Superior-LaVista 

We  have  reviewed  the  subject  Draft  Environmental  Impact  StateFient  transmitted 
to  us  by  yoiur  December  3,  1973,  letter  received  by  this  office  on  December  13, 
1973. 

As  you  know,  FJD  is  primarily  concerned  with  (l)  the  effect  of  a  proposed  action 
on  the  urban  environment  and  (2)  the  consistency  of  such  actions  with  the  com- 
prehensive planning  for  the  area.   Construction  of  the  proposed  highway  segments 
will  have  significant  effects  on  the  urban  environm.ent  ana  the  com.prehensive 
planning  for  this  area.   This  office  offers  the  following  corcmients  for  your 
consideration. 

Our  major  concern  is  with  the  increased  ambient  noise  levels  and  their  effect 
upon  residential  and  other  noise  sensitive  areas.   The  statement  declares, 
for  example,  that  "highway  noise  at  the  campground  wiin.  approach  70  decibeJ.s." 
A  later  declaration  states  that  noise  levels  resulting  from  traffic  noise  are 
expected  to  increase  in  the  town.   We  recommend  that  a  full  noise  assessment 
projection  be  prepared,  particularly  for  highway  segments  which  may  effect 
residential  or  other  noise  sensitive  areas.   Serious  consideration  should  be 
given  to  noise  abatem.ent  measures  which  would  m.inimize  any  adverse  effect. 
V/e  further  recommiend  that  consideration  be  given  to  the  local  and  regional 
comprehensive  plan  to  assure  maximum  com-pai-ability .   Also,  methods  to  mimd- 
mize  the  adverse  environmental  effects  which  are  inherent  with  the  construction 
and  long  term^  use  of  the  facility  should  be  considered;  air,  water,  noise 
pollution,  etc. 


If  you  have  any  question  on  the  above  comments  ,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  us. 


Sincerely, 

^Lee  R.  Buttrill 
Director,  Community  Evaluation 
and  Standards  Division 
CommiHiity  Planning  and  Management 
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DcpartTiient  of  Housing  and  Urban  Developnient 

The  comments  concerning  noise,  air,  and  water  pollution  have  been  expanded  in 
the  final  statement. 

Concerning  planning,  this  area  has  minimal  local  and  regional  planning;  thus 
assuring  compatibility  is  difficult. 
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Mtc  H.  J.^-^derson 
Director  of  Highways 
Department  of  Highways 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Attention:  Steve  Kologi 

Dear  Mr.  Anderson: 

projectsl'  ''^''^^''^   ^^"  ^^^  environmental  statement  for  the  following 

Sloway-E.  &  W.  -  J  90-1(13)39 
Superior  West  -  I  90-1  (/^O)  .^3 
Superior-LaVista  -  F  254.(10) 

We  have  worked  with  your  Department  on  these  projects  and  have  no 
further  comnent  on  the  statement. 

projects!^  ^"^  ^°''  ^^^   opportunity  to  revl^  and  comment  on  these 

Sincerely,  • 


Xcp(u/-  flju..SL^ 


Ralph  W.  Boland,  Assistant  Administrator 
Environment  and  Information  Division 
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Mr.  Stephen  C.  Kologi  .,  P.E. 
Supervisor,  Preccnstruction  Section 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Mr.  Kologi : 

The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  has  reviev/ed  the  draft 
environmental  statement  for  the  Sloway  East  and  West,  Superior 
West  and  Superior  La  Vista  projects  and  finds  that  it  satis- 
factorily addresses  the  environmental  aspects  of  the  proposed 
action. 

In  accordance  with  current  EPA  guidelines  the  proposed 
project  and  environmental  statement  will  be  categorized  in  the 
Federal  Pvegister  as  LO-1 . 

Please  send  us  a  copy  of  the  final  statement. 

Sincerely  yours. 


/V 


Joim  A.   Green 


/  ^-Regional   Administrator 
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■^i 


3-'  (,vJr..i:-:c 


X  / 


V' 


->.-^  ^v. 


1 ' f- d e r a .1  } i v i  i  J  d  i. n g 
Missoula,  iIT  .39801 


Rl.rf.y  '](>:   8''; 20   Rcvli-.;  of  Ot.aer  Agencies 
(7100)  EnvironmentaJ.  StaLoments 

SUJUixi     190-1(13)39  Sloway  KasL  &   West;  190-1 (40)A3  Superior 
West;  F254(10)  Superior-Lavista 

7'0;  Director  of  Highv'/ays 

U.S.  Department  of  Transportation 
Federal  Highway  Administration 
Helena,  MX   59601 


January  17,  1974 


We  have  reviewed  the  enclosed  draft  environmental  statement. 

We  influenced  the  planning  of  this  project  through  the  Lolo 
Supervisor's  Office  in  those  areas  where  Kational  Forest  inter- 
ests were  involved- — mainly  campground  and  interchange  facilities. 

We  are  in  agreement  with  the  present  plans  and  find  the  state- 
ment acceptable  as  V7ritten. 


y  .y//.-//— 


'^^^  ^   STEVE  YURICII 

Regional  Forester 


^/:^i  ^0'\_, 


Enclosuie 


UMnT:D  STATGS  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
SOIL  CONSERVATiOr-.!  S^ERViCE 


January  18,  1974 


V.    0.  l>ox  970,  Bozc\TTmn,--vri'--^5a7iX.^.,.. 

I  JfWi  2  1   j^]74 

H.  J.  Anderson    ^ 

Director  of  Highways   rjcirrf^.  f/A^-Tfl" 

Department  of  Higliway-sil—.  i:i^ili2ii2'^^^^^ . 

Capitol  Station 

Helena,  Montana   59601  ■  • 

Dear  Mr.  Anderson: 

Our  staff  has  reviewed  the  draft  environmental  impact  statement  for: 

1-90-1(13)39  Sloway-East  and  West 
1-90-1  ('^iO)re  Superior-West 
F-254(10)  Superior-La Vista 

The  statciu'  nt  vl^i:   referred  to  this  office  from  the  Coordinator  of 
Enviroiiiaenta]  Quality  Affairs,  Office  of  the  Secretary,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

A  field  inspection  of  the  proposed  projects  indicates  thorough,  v;ell 
conceived  planning  was  done  to  minimize  environmental  impacts  in  the' 
Clark  Fork  Drainage.  The  planned  location  will  have  minimal  impacts 
on  agricultural  land. 

We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  review  and  coimnent  on  the  proposed 
project.  ,. 


Sincerely, 


A.  B.  LJnIord 

State  Conservat  i  onist 
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Coordinator    of    Environ:nental    Quality  Activities    .'.f. :J;__.' ■^.^■,,,,^,7         -wi 

Office    of    t!io    Secretary,    USDA  ,    Wash.,    D.    C.  I J Lo'-i^^J-l^-^^i:^^ =_JL-I^'  * 

K.    E.    Grant,    Administrator,    SCS,    USDA,    Wash.,    D.  ?G-r-|-'--^-v--v[.'7C0;^JiL'iia2.a_..  ^ 


Coi'.ncjl    on  Envir o)m;ental    Oualit.y,    V.'ash.  .    D.    C.     (5) — t — ' 
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Mr.    }I.    J.    Aiid-jison 

JM.rec.tov   c'f   ;!;i:.bwoys  '     '       ' 

J?ta!-C'    of    JJont.r.n-i 

Dci-:  ;:  n.;oxi '•    oI    I'i  ^!;hv'ays 

Dr.a'i;  llr,    /uidcrwO:j: 

'l}i;:.v.   -i.s   in   roplv    lo  your    Icrter   reqvec-ting   tbc   DG]^.artn-:erit   of    t'ne   Interior's 
cok:,:    ou.s   on    ij-   (V;:/,ff   cnvirooioeuta:!    rtc'tement    fc--:    Project   1-90-1(13)39, 
Slc-viy   i^asu   ?w/:   Kc^st,    1-90-;!  (^0)43 ,    Superior  Wcf;t    and   F   25^;(10),    Superior 
CornK'C'.-.or   in  L'.'.TX-.ral   Cor-j.ty,    Konljar':. . 

IlS:]'.'-:^^'!  Co!::j  ■,..•;! tG 

Tn-    dr;;ri:   Gtr'tci.^o;-t   :i  5   roMier   l:uuited   and   recof:nizes  only  c    fcv  of   the 

adverse.   ei;f •-.cr;!   v.---^'"-'     could   c^v.r?je   iro;n    {],,e  pic.,jor^u:(i  higiuvc'>    project. 

■J  hr  ru    arc   h>e\(.;:pl    aii.:i;;;  v-bere   adcJtiruaJ    iivforirotion  and   clarification 
arc   nrodcic^    to   k •..icnt;tb-v,    t;-c   draft. 

.?  1 ' fllT.:) -y- ^  Co'ini.  er.t.f. 

1.      fiesc;--4-t.;.C''   o2   IixiyLjiig   Environiiivnt 

A<  ^''•^■■'-'e   ;i  0  \\c    svcoilic   data   on  tbe  r.o.ology   iiTcJuding  minerals   of   the 
project   rvra.      ]:;nvirc,!nr,::ntal   prcldens   that  may   result   from  local 
geologic   c-ndii.:ions    sbould   i>e   r<^cognizable   froa  preconr-t ruction 
inve^^Ligat-'ouG    and   be  v-'cbin   the   ran[,e   of    standard  engineering 
practice. 

p.    Tlio   diKcuGcicr   o^    -rhr  project'o   effect   o:)    (be  present   land   use   should 
ba  eypraxlrd    to   Include   irpactJ=   on   future   land   use.      Thii.   section  of 
the   draft   ^vhould   reco:uK).xe   the   accelerated   ;  v:d  increased   pressures 
on   the   Ja!u1r;capc   tb'  I  vi  :  1  y^.so^y    in   further    loss   of   natural  valuers 
piirticuicnay    the   ae^th-li.cc   and  viiidlife. 


II.    J.    ArMic^rsor- 
•   1 


C.    '•'lie  d'.!ser.'ii)liop   of   fJrl-   oiu]  v.'ildlitc    (ij;if.e   12)    in   the   area   involved 
i.s  very   r;eiier.-i ] .      Alt.i)C.ug.'-.   .scvi-e   t.ynef:   of    fi^ih  and  vrilcUrlfe  present 
arc   identified,    their  rl^undanco   in   the  project  area   should  be 
rc^cuj^nised.      The   .1  aci".    of    thit;   inf ortiir:tion  ir;akeG    it   difficult   for   the 
ri-viev'cr   to   del'-uiiniiic  and   evaluate    the   prcpoi:.ed    project':;    i-nipact   on 
an  y   r  ]  ••  r '  < '  I  e  rj   p  r  e  c  en  t . 

^,      In    ti.'j-;   \c.'i;,    ^''l   should   lil-e   to   sugF,est   the  revision  of   the   last 

nentevice    in  par-:.graph   d.     (]'age   13)    to  be  more   c::.pl:icit.      The   follovring 

iniii"!    ch'Ui^;c  li-ay   bo   conrri  dcred :      "white- tailed  and  Kiuie   df:er,    elk, 
aud   blaci-:  l^-^-ar   inhabit    tie   area   ar.d    p:>-ovlde  ezcelltnt   hunting   in 
Id.e   surioundinj;  i.;ounte.ii''S," 

C  •      The   draft   stateneiit   dooi;   r;ot   reflect   t])e   us\'al  attention  accorded 
eultvoal   ref.oV'.''e(^,;   by   tiie  i-lo;itana  ■Of  ;',;jrt  (■■.:. r   of  IlifJ-i^vayij   in   their 
e.pA'Jjrei ■}'■,' taJ.  docrT.  .ut.!';.      Iti    this   re'-peet,    v:e   sujigest   that   the 
fir'Cl    sta'' ■■'^eot   cenfir,'".   or   docu^^ent   that   tliere   are  no  known  historical 
or    ■irel'e'.vi.c.giral  sites   in    ti:.e   project    erea    (paragraph  h.  ,   page   15). 
T'hi;;   r;ho''l:"i    he    supyio:: t-ci   by   the    Statcv.'ide  Archeo logical  Survey  and 
by    l--]v.;   Stnte  llif.toric   I'x  e.verVcitiori   Officer.      In  addition,    tb^e   final 
tit;  t<: '  i;b'    shoeld    eoivtain   conf  j  iipai.i  evi   th;^:t   no   £;ite  vill  be   affected 
tlK't   ib    ia    the   procftsa  of  nouiiaatioa   co   tbio  fjational  Register  of 

r  '       The   di  scvisGioe   of  v;'ater   resources    (p'T'.e   .1!3)    is   sor-evhat   liraited. 

Potential  i'.rpf. et,<:  of  the  P'reposed  project  on  the  quality  of  ground 
vjetcr  in  tb.e  area  involved  are  not  discUiSecL  Should  the  expected 
develcpiiiev-.ts  at  fie  'Jr.ter changes  occur,  the  liquid  V7actes  from  the 
coiif.tri.-eticn  eciild  add  n'i;rient3  to  t:ii':  j;?'u'.iiid  waiter  system.  This 
acrion  v.'ould  c  vc-at;.ra  ijy  discharre  j-^  to  Clar'!*'.  Forlc.  causing  an  unknovTi, 
but  probeble  trjinor  det;eri oration  in  the  cjuality  of  both  the  local 
groeud  \vatei    :;y:;te.K  and   the  river. 

2.      Enviroj'i'piital   i'lip^.ct   of    r])e  Proirosed.  Action 

A'    The   cc!r;le;<t   in   tlie   f.ii-st:   paragrap>>  under  Section   III    (page   15) 

shcH^'ld   be  clerificd   v:ltl)   respect   to   adv'erse   effecr.s   on   loc£.]   vjildlife. 
V^iiJlife   inhabi  tir;;;   the.   ;jre::'  \ril\  be   subject   to   increased   vehicle 
riort^;li  i^'.      bjc'.'eoe.i ,    tiii:-    is  not  exjiccted    to   cause  laajor   adverse 
effects    to   any    local  vrildJife  popu]  atious. 


&•     l.c   no.o   c.n    (,<:;r-    IG    tl;r,t    Iho    crmrrrctor   vi  11    w 

ron.trucLir,.   opcraUo..   or   rr^u]-    o^  .  y^'^^^^^^   to  prevent 

fvoi.!  ?;ilt.ino   riv-i-<-      c-r   ^-      ••■"j--    t-    cons r ruction   operations 
t:bat    the   ccntr;:cr;:;^;or    f^c'>?"v    :^''"''f''-''^l''      '■'-   strongly  endorse 
A^-,    v:o    su,,..,    ti...-?M  :1;.    ''.f";'r   ''"^   "'''  '^   accomplished. 

1       .L^"  ^u^,..Lat.o^  .lonr,  Clarl:  Fork  should   he   observed, 
3.      Alicvnntivc'S 

The   "not    to   hnHd"   alten.^tivc    (.r.^-o    1<)    .^  n   i  ,        .  , 
hcr.^n:;c    it  \;ould   nr.f    cm,  v-  ,.^-rVr      :  "-* .  ^'^^^'^^   ^^«t  be   ruled   out 
and    Ir.rvr   a    ...r,    -::.\i  ^^^.^U' I  ^  ;-^-^^oual  Highway   Defense  Act 

sl.ouJd    br   fvliy   d-!scJs.:-ed"^M^''i'''^.r-  '"'''"■"•'  ^y''^'^'"'      This   alternate 
1--^   -vi-  .^cital   S  t:     ;:,;      ^^f;;^:'  .«^^^^--^t   to   establish  base- 
afiai.st  v.;.i,i,    to  ,„.^,^,^.^   adveJ'     ;-f      i^^^^'^""^^  ^^^^^"^'^^-  ecosystems, 
t^iie   ::iirraativcs.  V -'"^  —  c.  c  iJ.c.:ts   of    the   proposed   project   and 


'— ----v:e   ...    M.h^-.oc...m    <:f   ro;;-,::,    r   ,'  ^"vxronr-ent   and   the 

>.  ^    j.oi.i    ic"))i  1  roouctivity 

Thir:    srri.xc,    o:'.    th-    d-vjf;     ^r^w  .,•,-,-    -  ,     .  .    , 

lO-owth,    c..:Ml;el:c!■y'ai-'^v;^^^.;;^^"^^'':'■   ';;;^-^-^-^--trce   and   shirub 
Tl,esc   h..t.i^its    should   t)i<'--''-e";.nZ"''^-    '^-' ' '  ^^^<^   -^^y   1^^'   ^hc   project. 
J^:':^--y   f..-il::M-.      -hfo   i;.:f..'r':^-'^'^'f    ^^   ^-^^^'^^^^   S^i^ed  by    the 

tbe   d.:c:rs:-.n-...i..r    I  ]:os.'t;;:;:P'rr^''rr' ■''"'''?   "^'"^   ^^'^"^   ^°^ 
nncu./.l   ev,vlroi ■;.,:.,: t.    I  or  ■-t^^'-^  "■       ^:,  "'' ;--'^C'    short-term  versus 
■  -■>    -10.,,   ie,.0    xuvolvod   in   this  project. 

->•      Irrcv.rsiMe   and   Irretrievable   Co..,ut,-n^^    cf   P^ 

^  >.  -  v...a.Li.  ^iji.c,  ^.j-  kesources 

'"'^i  ^^u,--.,  Tv.rt:;c,:Oariv  tPc  -^^^T  -.{!        ' '-'■^h:-^^-'.<^    ..he  loss  of  flora 
for.    \.h7ve-tai3('  derr  ' -o  '  •,..!';l'  >_-a..  cC.s  ot  tot,  o-laj.d  habitat 

^--  --  -^.in...,  ...oie^tr'  ro":;i":':;^-:rT'-''"''-^  ^'  >-.ources 
"ill  exist  fer  ::  cor: s-tdr-c^bic  r   --i'.- ^   'r'":'-"    l''^'"-^-^^*  t^'ie.  tus:  hlghvav 
of  the.e  rcsru^r...  f.-:.  .r.   ^V^;-"  ^^  ^'^-  ^"^^^  i^^e  euiuc'iti.ents    ' 
•   -^  t..:  ,,.ojeet  are  r^l, lively  penn.-nent. 


!:(■.    ]I.    J.    Ano.c-rson 


3-     In  ,rK(d  :i1:;-l  oil  J    there-'   t-li-'.-ud  be   a  C'i:;r:.,-KSJor!    ;ir)cl\iJed   in    trh-e   statement 
C'l'    the    ;-'ii/"-.'nl.   oi"    t;!-v:] .    sionc,    ^;rnvcl    and  borrov/,    as  vc3J    a5:   scarce 
vnerzy    i':.(.''^^   such   a^    j'asoiLlno,    oil.  aiid   djf-,.:l   fuel,   needed   for 
cov,cti:ic\  I  C:K      Fc;r   e-^:;;j^lc5    f^pecifir   locat;ioiv:   of   tlic   lequired 
conf:.ti:uciic::i.i   n -J  terinJ  :■, .    t;vv>o   of   ope.ratioDc    aw]   related   ri-cJ  airiatlon 
ii"a^!sv:r  a  J    :  'lovld   bc;    i/U  iitif  led   avo    der.erlbcd. 
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Unitccl  States  Ikpnrtmcnt  of  the  Interior 

Coimnents  -  nescri])tion  of  I'xi sting  Environment 

1-A  This  section  of  the  final  statement  has  lieen  ex])andcd. 

]-\l     liiture  land  use  of  the  area  will  continue  as  the  present  uses,  logging  and  agri- 
culture. 'Flie  minimal  land  takings  for  this  project  will  cause  no  significant  loss 
of  natural  values  because  of  the  x^astness  of  the  remaining  natural  areas. 

1-C  Tlie  Department  of  fish  and  Came  states  that  the  Clark  Fork  could  be  "shocked"  so 
that  a  count  could  be  made;  however,  the  count  would  be  inaccurate  because  of  the 
size  of  stream. 

1-D  This  section  cf  the  final  statement  has  been  expanded. 

1-E  A  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  State  Historic  Preservation  office  is  included  in  the 
final  statement.  Tlie  letter  indicates  there  are  no  historic  or  archaeologic  sites 
within  the  project  area  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.   It 
also  points  out  that  the  proposed  project  will  have  no  noticeable  impact  on  the 
Mullan  Road,  portions  of  which  have  been  nominated  to  the  Register. 

1-F  'TTiis  section  of  the  final  statement  has  been  expanded. 

Comments  -   Environmental  Inpact  of  Proposed  Action 

2-A  This  section  of  the  final  statement  has  been  expanded. 

2- P.  Tlie  contractor  must  comply  with  existing  laws  and  specifications  concerning  all 
aspects  of  noise,  water,  air  pollution  and  other  areas  of  possible  environmental 
damage,  llie  design  plans  and  specifications  will  provide  additional  safeguards 
to  specific  areas  of  concern. 

Comments  -  Alternatives 

3-  'Iliis  project's  adverse  effects  are  insignificant  when  compared  to  the  benefits 
of  the  local  logging  industr\%  the  travelling  public,  and  those  residents  of  the 
area.  Damage  to  the  area's  ecosystem  has  been  minimized  by  utilizing  design 
techniques  v\liich  blend  the  project  into  the  natural  surroundings. 

Comjnents  -  Relationship  Between  Short-Term  Uses  of  ^^an's  Environment  and  Maintenance 
and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

4-  The  project  vvill  bring  economic  benefit  to  the  County  and  its  residents.  A  county 
with  logging  as  its  major  industry  has  a  fluctuating  economy.  Agriculture,  the 
other  major  industr>',  also  fluctuates.  This  proposed  facility,  with  its  result- 
ing economic  improvements,  will  offset  the  loss  of  the  long  tenn  natural  environ- 
ment items,  trees,  shrubs,  and  wildlife.  This  area's,  ecosystem  is  blessed  with  an 
abundance,  but  the  area's  economy  is  not  so  fortunate. 

Comments  -  Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources 

5- A  Til  is  section  of  the  final  statement  has  been  expanded. 

S-H  n.is  project  has  approxiniately  2,055,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation.  The  project 


[ 


will  balance  within  its  own  limits;  thus,  no  borrow  will  be  required. 

A  large  portion  of  the  einbankinent  materials  will  come  from  the  area  of  the  railroad 
relocation.  Tliis  area,  as  well  as  all  other  excavation  -  embankment  areas,  will 
have  the  overburden  stripped,  including  topsoil,  and  conserved.  These  areas  will 
1)0  shaped,  trimmed  and  sloped  as  required  v;hen  this  work  task  is  complete.  Topsoil 
and  overburden  will  be  replaced  in  the  appropriate  areas  and  then  seeded. 
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